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Desk-Link™ Wall Plate

1. General
1.1 This instruction describes the installation of the
Desk-Link™ wall plate manufactured by Corning
Cable Systems. The wall plate is designed to mount to
a single-gang electrical box. The wall plate has a
modular design that holds one copper panel and one
fiber panel that can be easily snapped into the base
plate.

NOTE: Read and understand this procedure (as well as
the instructions provided with related assemblies) before
beginning an installation. Familiarize yourself to
understand the unit’s placement in your network. Make
sure you know where the cable will enter the unit and
other details of the installation plan.

1.2 The Desk-Link™ wall plate is used in open
office environments for connecting computers,
telephones and other peripheral office equipment to
the network. There are several versions of the copper
panels, including a blank panel that can be used when
no copper jack is required.

1.3 The Unicam®  QuickPress™ fiber panels come
with the Unicam® QuickPress™ connector (U.S.
patent pending) preinstalled in the panel. There are
several different versions of fiber panels with different
connector types installed.

1.4 Contact your customer service representative
for assistance in ordering the appropriate panel for
your installation.

1.5 This document is being reissued to include
updated corporate information.

2. Precautions
2.1 Laser Handling Precautions

WARNING: Never look directly into the end
of a fiber that may be carrying laser light. Laser
light may be invisible and can damage your eyes.
Viewing it directly does not cause pain. The iris of the
eye will not close involuntarily as when viewing a
bright light. Consequently, serious damage to the retina
of the eye is possible. Should accidental eye exposure to
laser light be suspected, arrange for an eye examination
immediately.

WARNING: DO NOT use magnifiers in the
presence of laser radiation. Diffused laser light can
cause eye damage if focused with optical instruments.
Should accidental eye exposure be suspected, arrange for
an eye exam immediately.

2.2 Safety Precautions

CAUTION: The wearing of safety glasses to
protect the eyes from accidental injury is strongly
recommended when handling chemicals and cutting
fiber. Pieces of glass fiber are very sharp and can
damage the cornea easily.

CAUTION:The wearing of safety gloves to protect
hands from accidental injury is strongly recommended
when using sharp instruments.

Figure 1
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4.3 The following are included when ordering a
complete unit:

• (1) Base plate

• (1) Copper panel

• (1) Fiber panel

• (1) Unit ID label

• (1) Clear label cover

• (1) Colored label cover

• (1) Colored icon cover

• (2 or 4) Blank icons (depending on panel type)

• (2) #6-32 Mounting screws

CAUTION: Isopropyl alcohol is flammable with a
flashpoint at 50°F. It can cause irritation to eyes on
contact. In case of eye contact, flush eyes with water for
at least 15 minutes. Inhaling fumes may induce mild
narcosis. In case of ingestion, consult a physician.

2.3 Glass Fiber Precautions

WARNING: Cleaved glass fibers are very sharp
and can pierce the skin easily. Do not let cut pieces of
fiber stick to your clothing or drop in the work area
where they can cause injury later. Use tweezers to pick
up cut or broken pieces of the glass fibers and place them
on a loop of tape kept for that purpose alone. Good
housekeeping is very important.

2.4 Cable Handling Precautions

NOTE: Fiber optic cable is sensitive to excessive
pulling, bending and crushing forces. Consult the cable
specification sheet for the cable you are installing. Do
not bend the cable more sharply than the
minimum recommended bend radius. Do not
apply more pulling force to the cable than
specified. Do not crush the cable or allow it to
kink. Doing so may cause damage that can alter the
transmission characteristics of the cable — the cable may
have to be replaced.

NOTE: Cables containing shielded copper conductors
can be adversely affected by excessive pulling, bending
and crushing. Always maintain high data rate
shield conductors as completely intact as possible.
Changing the configuration of the twisted pairs or the
shielding around the conductors can result in degraded
performance.

2.5 Installer Precautions

WARNING: Do not install this unit or work with
telephone wiring during a lightning storm. Telephone
lines can carry high voltages from lightning causing
electrical shock resulting in severe injury or death.

3. Tools and Materials
In addition to the usual complement of installation
tools, Phillips-head and flat-tip screwdrivers are
required.

4. Components and Dimensions
4.1 Components are illustrated in Figure 2.

Figure 2
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4.2 Dimensions are illustrated in Figure 3.
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5. Panel Assembly
NOTE: The complete Desk-Link™ unit comes with the
panels preassembled into the base plate. When additional
panels are required to upgrade capacity, the panel must be
assembled.

5.1 Squeeze the two hooks on the back side of the
panel (Figure 4) and remove the panel from the base
plate.

Figure 4

Figure 5

Figure 6

 Figure 7

5.2 Insert the fiber panel at the bottom of the base
plate. Place the tab on the fiber panel into the cut-out
in the wall of the base plate and snap into place
(Figure 5).
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5.3 Insert the copper panel at the top of the base
plate as shown in Figure 6.

NOTE: Once the fiber panel is installed, the copper panel
can be inserted in only one orientation.

6. Cable Installation and Routing
6.1 Terminate copper cable in the jacks according
to the manufacturer’s instructions.

6.2 Orient the copper jacks as shown in Figure 7
and snap the jacks into the copper panel from the back
of the base plate.

6.3 Terminate fiber optic cable as detailed in the
instruction provided with the connector.
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NOTE: The connector can be removed from the panel to
install fiber.

NOTE: Obey the following precautions in order not to
damage the surface of the connector and make it unusable:

• Use a clean tissue soaked in alcohol to gently
clean the connector. Do not press heavily on it as
you clean.

• Dry the connector prior to installation by using a
dry tissue or blowing it dry with compressed air.

• Clean all areas that will contact the connector
adapter.

• Do not force the connector into the receptacle. If
the connector does not fit easily into the
receptacle, back it out and reinstall.

6.4 Store slack fiber as a service loop in the ceiling
or other convenient location. Route the fiber into the
single-gang outlet as shown in Figure 8.
Note that the singlegang outlet used, must have a
minimum depth of two inches.

6.5 Remove the label cover and icon cover from
the Desk-Link™ wall plate using a small flat-tip
screwdriver.

6.6 Fasten the wall plate to the outlet using the
supplied mounting screws as shown in Figure 8.

7. Labeling
7.1 Label the station ID using either of the
following methods:

• Place an adhesive label from a hand-held label
machine over the color-matched label cover and
insert it in the bottom of the wall plate. (The top of
the wall plate is reserved for the icon plate.)

• Replace the color-matched label cover with the
clear label cover. Either place an adhesive label on
the station ID card or write on the card and insert
it in the bottom of the wall plate.

7.2 Reserve the top of the wall plate for the icon
cover, which labels up to two copper terminations.
(The fiber terminations are located with separate
icons on the fiber panel.)

IMPORTANT: This faceplate requires an outlet box
with a minimum depth of 2 inches.

Corning Cable Systems reserves the right to improve, enhance, and modify
the features and specifications of Corning Cable Systems’  products without
prior notification.

Unicam is a registerd trademark of Corning Cable Systems LLC.
Desk-Link and QuickPress are trademarks of Corning Cable Systems LLC.
All other trademarks are property of their respective holders.
Corning Cable Systems is certified ISO 9001.
©2000 Corning Cable Systems LLC.  All rights reserved.

Corning Cable Systems LLC
PO  Box 489
Hickory, NC    28603-0489 USA
FAX: 828-327-5973
International:   828-327-5000
http://www.corning.com/cablesystems

Corning Cable Systems offers comprehensive,
integrated training programs. Courses are
structured for: telephony, CATV, LAN, Intelligent
Transportation Systems and Power Utilities.

For information on Engineering Services Training
call: 800-743-2671.

Special Note:
Fiber Optic
Training
Program
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