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1. General

This document describes the use of the SST-Drop Cable Access Tool, Corning Cable Systems 
catalog part number FDST-000 (Figure 1).

2. Carton Contents

• SST-Drop Cable Access Tool
• Spare blade set

3. Tools and Materials

• Tape measure
• Electrical tape
• Phillips-head screwdriver
• Cable knife (for toneable cables only)
• Scissors

4. Cable-end Access

Step 1: Measure the strip length required for your 
application, marking the length with a wrap 
of electrical tape.

Step 2: If applicable, separate the toning wire from 
the cable as described in SRP-004-067, 
section 6 (Figure 2). Remove any web 
remnants on the optical cable jacket as 
described in that procedure.

related literature |

SRP-004-067 Installation Guide for SST-Drop Cables

CAUTION: This tool contains sharp blades. Use caution when using the tool and 
when replacing its blades. The use of safety gloves is recommended. Properly 
dispose of used blades.

KPA-2455

Figure 1 — FDST-000

KPA-2456

Figure 2 — Toning wire removal
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Step 3: Open the tool and insert the cable so 
that the tape wrap applied in Step 1 is 
just behind the blades. Close the tool 
(Figure 3).

Step 4: Firmly hold the cable with one hand and 
use your other hand to pull the tool along 
the cable until the tool is clear of the end 
of the cable (Figure 4).

Step 5: Use scissors to remove the split sections 
of the cable jacket and to cut the 
strength members as flush as possible to 
the cable jacket (Figure 5). Use care to 
avoid damaging the buffer tube. Access 
the fibers as described in SRP-004-067.

5. Mid-span Access

Step 1: Measure and mark the strip length 
required for your application, marking 
the length with wraps of electrical tape. If your cable has a toning wire, apply the tape 
wraps only on the optical cable - do not cover the toning wire.

Step 2: If applicable, separate (but leave intact the toning wire from the cable as described in 
SRP-004-067. Remove any web remnants on the optical cable jacket as described in that 
procedure.

Note blade locations

Front edge of 
      tape wrap
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Figure 3 — Tool placement
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Figure 4 — Tool use
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Figure 5 — Strength member removal
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Step 3: Separate the tool halves by fulling opening the tool - its marking arrows must be aligned - 
and then press the tool halves away from each other (Figure 6).

Step 4: Position tool over cable:

a) Align the tool half arrows and reas-
semble the tool over the cable mid-
span access area (Figure 7, top).

b) Position the tool so that its blades are 
just inside one of the tape wraps 
applied in Step 1 (Figure 7, middle).

c) Close the tool (Figure 7, bottom).

Step 5: Firmly hold the cable with one hand 
and use your other hand to pull the 
tool along the cable until the tool’s 
blades are just inside of the other 
tape wrap (Figure 8).

Step 6: Open the tool and repeat Step 3 to 
remove the tool from the cable.

KPA-2460

Figure 6 — Tool half separation

Front edge of 
      tape wrap

Note blade
 locations
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Figure 7 — Mid-span tool placement
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Figure 8 — Midspan tool use
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Step 7: Use scissors to remove the split 
section of cable jacket and to cut 
the strength members as flush as 
possible to the cable jacket 
(Figure 9). Use care to avoid 
damaging the buffer tube. Access 
the fibers as described by 
SRP-004-067.

6. Maintenance

Over time, debris may build up in the stripping channel. 
Keep the channel clean to augment blade life. If the 
channel becomes very dirty or if the blades need to be 
replaced, perform the following steps:

Step 1: Two Phillips-head screws secure the blade 
guides in the access tool. Use a Phillips-head 
screwdriver to back-out one of the screws to the 
point the blade guides can be lifted from the tool 
(Figure 10, top).

Step 2: Remove and replace the blade in the guide 
(Figure 10, middle).

Step 3: Reinsert the blade guide and secure it with its 
Phillips-head screw (Figure 10, bottom).

Step 4: Repeat steps 1 - 3 for the other blade.

NOTE: If additional spare blades are needed, standard 
“mini-utility knife” blades are used in the tool, such 
as ACE® p/n 23301; US Blade p/n 117-82b1, 
Kobalt® p/n 078010.

If lost, the blade guide retaining screws may be 
replaced by 6-32 x 3/8 inch stainless steel screws.

KPA-2463

Figure 9 — Mid-span strength member removal

KPA-2464

Figure 10 — Blade replacement
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Corning Cable Systems reserves the right to improve, enhance, and modify the features and specifications of Corning Cable Systems’ products without prior notification.  
SST-Drop is a trademark of Corning Cable Systems Brands, Inc. All other trademarks are the properties of their respective owners. Corning Cable Systems is ISO 9001 certified.
© 2009-2010 Corning Cable Systems. All rights reserved. Published in the USA.
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